
 

 

 

 

November 2012  

November was very dry statewide, 

with only one significant storm 
system passing through early in 

the month, dropping an inch or 
less of rain across the Mogollon 

Rim and eastern Arizona. The dry 
November conditions are a con-

tinuation of a dry 2012 water year. 
The driest area, now in extreme 

drought (D3), is in Maricopa 
County, which has received less 

than 50% of average rainfall over 
the past 3-, 6-, and 12-month pe-

riods, and less than 25% of aver-

age rainfall for the past 60 days.  
 

The winter outlook is for warmer than normal conditions, with no strong signal for 
whether winter will be relatively wet or relatively dry. Unfortunately, the start of the 

winter season is dry so far, and the weak El Niño that was developing has disappeared, 
giving way to neutral conditions. Warmer than normal conditions for winter do not bode 

well for a good snowpack, as potential snow may fall as rain at the mid-elevations. 

Summary produced by the State Drought Monitoring 

Technical Committee  - December 4, 2012. 


